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Importance of
Learning Objectives

Highlights What is Important for Students to
Know and Do

Allows Students an Opportunity to Measure
Their Progress Against the Learning Goal

Helps to Ensure that Assessment of
Learning and Activities are Aligned 

 



How Do We Determine
What We Want Students to
Know and Do?

Curriculum Documents

State/National Standards

Grade Level Benchmarks

Student Population (Data)

Common Core State Standards

http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/


Determining
Power Standards

Which Standards are Strengths, and Which
are Areas for Growth for Your Students?
(NWEA, iReady, Mock Regents, etc.) 

Prioritize Growth Standards by:

           Presence on State/City Assessments
 
           Importance as Basis for Next Standards   
    
           Importance in Developing Life Skills

Once Priority Standards are Determined,
Unwrap Standards into Distinct Lesson
Expectations/Objectives. 



Unwrapping
Standards 
Standards often are composed of
multiple learning
expectations/objectives that may take
several lessons (unit) to fully teach.

A. Underline Nouns (Concepts)

B. Bold Verbs ( Skills)

C. Consider DOK Level

Example: 

Retell stories, including key details, and
demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson [RL 1.2]



Note the DOK (Depth of
Knowledge) Level for "retell"
and "demonstrate
understanding"

See how the Teacher has
added "how" student will
reach skill and concept
learning objective 



Academic
Rigor of
Learning
Objectives 

Academic rigor is the
creation of lessons that
challenge students.



Models of
Academic
Complexity 

Blooms
Taxonomy 

Webb's Depth
of Knowledge
(DOK)  

Are Your Learning
Objectives
Challenging for
Students?

https://www.bloomstaxonomy.net/
https://www.bloomstaxonomy.net/
https://www.bloomstaxonomy.net/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/webbs-depth-of-knowledge-dok/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/webbs-depth-of-knowledge-dok/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/blog/webbs-depth-of-knowledge-dok/


Models of Academic Complexity
- Putting It Together  

How Academically Challenging Is: 

I can retell the central message of
a story to a partner? 

How might you increase the rigor? 



Your Turn 
Select a Standard You Wish to Teach.

Unwrap the Standard into Concept and Skill
Learning Objectives.

Develop the Academic Rigor of Those Learning
Objectives.

If you would like to review your work with me,
contact me at havealifeteaching@gmail.com for
information on discounted rates. 

 



Thank You!
I'll See You in Another Course!

LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnaschembari/

