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What Is
Engagement?

Student  Goal Setting

Student Participation and Voice in Class
Discussion and Other Activities

Student Interest in Class Materials and Content

Student Active Learning - Strategic Thinking

Student  Collaboration and Group Work

Student Pride in Their Work Product  



Why is Student Engagement
Important for Emotional and
Cognitive Growth?

Can Improve Student Autonomy and Agency (Self-Management)

Can Improve Student Interpersonal Skills (Relationships)

Can Increase Opportunities for Equity and Inclusion 

Can Increase a Student's Personal Sense of Self and Capabilities
 

Can Increase Student Time on Task/Cognitive Practice 



Ways to Engage
Students

Plan for Interactive Learning: Active
Discussion Strategies (Including on
Self/Peer Assessment)

Make Social-Emotional Connections
in Learning: Connect to Life Skills

Integrate Student Interests And
Background Knowledge

Consider Student Frustration or
Boredom - Proximal Zone of
Learning



Discussion
and
Assessment
Strategies



Making SEL
Connections

NYS SEL Benchmarks

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/NYSSELBenchmarks.pdf


Student
Background
Knowledge:

Cultural
Pedagogy

Activities Related to
Student Lives and
History

Cultural
Learning
Styles

Seeing Home
Culture as an Asset:
Bringing in Families



Group
Work

Plan for Misconceptions - Have Written
Directions, Checklists, and Questions to
Be Discussed

Assign Individual Roles Within Each Group

Have Expected Outcomes and Time Work

Expect that You Might Have to Teach
Process AND Content

Build in Student Assessment of Work



Your Turn:
Take any learning objective that you have, how might you
engage students in learning that objective? 

Use the lesson planning templates shared on slides #5
and #6.

Remember the standards unwrapping process in Course
A in order to develop effective lesson objectives. 

Remember that you can engage students in both
discussion activities and through assessment. For
assessment strategies, see Course B and slide #6 in this
course. 

If you would like to review your work with me, contact
<havealifeteaching@gmail.com> for information on
discounted rates



Thank You!
I'll see you again with a new topic.

LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnaschembari/

